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SUBJECT:  Courtesy, Appearance and Discipline of the Fulltime Force                                 

1. Courtesy, appearance, and discipline have been gradually reaching unacceptable 

proportions over the past few years. The fulltime force should serve as the example for all others in the National Guard, but our current status is not acceptable.  Many times this lack of emphasis on discipline displays itself in the appearance of our members, whether not in the appropriate uniform, not wearing the proper rank insignia, or speaking discourteously to someone else.  This trend cannot be ignored and must be reversed.

2.  The Military Code of 1970 defines the most extreme cases of poor courtesy and discipline as a misdemeanor.  Tennessee Code Annotated (TCA) 58-1-615 establishes a penalty of 30 days in jail or $50 fine, or both, for disrespect toward a superior commissioned officer, and TCA 58-1-617 establishes the same penalty for insubordinate conduct toward a warrant officer or NCO.  Chapter 4 of AR 600-20 states that military discipline results in cohesion, bonding and a spirit of teamwork and courtesy is vital to maintain discipline.  AR 135-18, paragraph 2-10b and 

NGR 600-5, paragraph 6-5, apply to AGR members and provide the framework for sanctions or separation for inappropriate professional and personal conduct.  Chapter 3 of HRO (TN) 690-1 states that technicians are expected to display professional courtesy and when in uniform must display respect for the customs and courtesies of the service.  Customs and courtesies of the service include discipline, appearance, and courtesy.  Technician Personnel Regulation (TPR) 752 identifies discourtesy as an offense in the Table of Penalties. 

3.  Especially in formal settings such as meetings, hearings, boards, or training events, rank and/or last name will be used in addressing military members and dual status technicians.  National Guard dual status technicians will use military titles when addressing another military member in uniform, including those meetings involving bargaining elements.  

4.  Members of the Army or Air National Guard who fail to meet these standards of conduct will be immediately recommended for the appropriate penalties.  The most extreme cases may result in dismissal from the National Guard.  I am confident that the majority of the fulltime and M-day force will continue to work to meet the highest standards of professionalism, but a few can tarnish the force.  I ask you to work with me to eliminate any unsatisfactory incidents and keep the National Guard proud of its great standing.

5.  POC for this action is COL Donnie K. Smith, DCSHR / HRO, at (615) 313-3010 or 

e-mail at donnie.smith@tn.ngb.army.mil.
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GUS L. HARGETT, JR.
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Major General



The Adjutant General
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Commander, Headquarters, 278th Armored Cavalry Regiment, TNARNG, 


PO Box 10167, 3330 Sutherland Avenue, Knoxville, TN 37939-0167

Commander, Headquarters, 196th Field Artillery Brigade, TNARNG, 1801 Holtzclaw 


Avenue, Chattanooga, TN  37404-4806

Commander, Headquarters, 194th Engineer Brigade (Theater Army), 



PO Box 2347, National Guard Armory, 1510 R.E.Bailey By-Pass, Jackson, TN 


38302-2347

Commander, Headquarters, 30th Troop Command, TNARNG, Building 250, Grubbs-Kyle 


NGTC, Smyrna, TN 37204-1502

Commander, Headquarters, 230th Area Support Group, TNARNG, 502 James H. Rice 


Road, Dyersburg, TN 38024-1217

Commander, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment, Tennessee Army 


National Guard (State Area Command), ATTN:  AGTN-HHD (MAJ Oldham), PO 


Box 41502, Houston Barracks, Nashville, TN 37204-1502

Commander, Headquarters, Tennessee Air National Guard, Nashville, TN

Commander, Headquarters, 134th Air Refueling Wing, Knoxville, TN

Commander, Headquarters, 118th Airlift Wing, Nashville, TN

Commander, Headquarters, 164th Airlift Wing, Memphis, TN

Commander, Headquarters, 228th Communications Squadron, Knoxville, TN

Commander, Headquarters, 241st Electronics Installation Sqdn, Chattanooga, TN
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